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STIMSON TELLS NEED OF NISEI UNIT 


——————' LT. BOGARD RECEIVES STATEMENT | 
FROM AIDE TO SECRETARY OF WAR 


In reply to the question that has arisen most frequently 
“Why is a segregated unit being formed and will the combat 
team fight in the same battle areas with Caucasian troops?” 
Lieut. Eugene D. Bogard, head of the Army registration team, 
received a wire from Colonel Scobey, aide to Secretary of 

War, in Washington, D.C., last 
Thursday. 

Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson has released the follow- 
ing statement through the col- 
onel; “It is only because the War 
Department desires to aid the 
loyal Japanese-Americans that a 
separate unit is being formed. 
Millions of people are not fam- 
iliar with the Japanese-Ameri- 
cans, 

“By forming an all Japanese- 
American combat team on a vol- 
untary basis the American people 
will be presented with incontro- 
vertible facts that there are loyal 
Japanese-Americans who are 
willing to fight for the United 
States. If the volunteers were 
spread throughout the Army, 
their enlistment would attract 
little attention but the formation 
of all Japanese-American combat 
team composed entirely of volun- 
teers will help tremendously to 
convince those who oppose the 
Japanese-American. 

“It is hoped that the Japanese- 
American combat team will be- 
come one of the outstanding 
units of the American Army. This 
combat team will fight with and 
as a part of a Caucasian force. 
The War Department has faith 
in the loyal Japanese-Americans. 

“This is a splendid opportunity 
to demonstrate to the American 
people and to the War Depart- 
ment that Japanese-Americans 
have faith in America. The suc- 
cess of the program and the vol- 
untary feature of induction will 
be a great step forward in the 
rehabilitation plans for Japanese- 
| Americans.” | 


